
Editor’s note: The following short 
articles were written as memos for a 
writing assignment for Leland Wil-
liams, technical writing instructor 
at Northwest Kansas Technical Col-
lege. This is a continuing series of 
short articles split up by program at 
the college. These memos are from 
diesel technology, communications 
technology and general education 
students.

–––––
Austin Tammen

and Jeffrey Rodriguez
Northwest Tech has a great Die-

sel Technology program, and we 
have learned a lot since the time 
we started and are looking forward 
to learning more by the time we 
graduate.

We chose to go to Northwest Tech 
because we wanted to make more 
money! We chose to go to Diesel 
Technology because we wanted to 
further our knowledge in the careers 
we are pursuing. We plan on further-
ing our education for the next year 
and pursuing jobs in the field of 
study we are going to school for.

There are a lot of great people 
we’ve met at college who have 
helped motivate us to do better in 
our field of study. Mr. Unger is an 
excellent instructor in the classroom 
and makes things very understand-
able. Mr. Garret is a great instructor 
in the shop by being very detailed in 
explaining how things function.

We are hoping to use these skills 
we have learned at Northwest Tech 
to help us succeed in our careers and 
pursue the jobs we dream of.

Zane Brown
It was a pretty easy choice for 

me to choose Northwest Tech in 
Goodland. I chose Northwest Tech 
over many other places such as 
Wyo-Tech. I chose Northwest Tech 
because it’s close to home and I’ve 
always wanted to come here since I 
heard about Northwest Tech. 

When I was a junior in high 
school, I came here on a visit to this 
college, and once I visited I knew 
this was the place for me. 

So far, Northwest Tech has been 
a killer good decision in my life. 
I have learned so much in the few 
months I’ve been here. My instruc-
tors are some of the best instructors 
around for diesel tech; they are 
always willing to help you out when 
you need help and they are always 
there and know how to get the job 
done and done correctly. Northwest 
Tech diesel department is a great 
life choice. 

After college, I’m planning on 
going to work for a company or 
for my current boss for a few years 
and then maybe open my own shop 
when I get my feet under me. 

I’ve met some very special people 
here at Northwest Tech. The cooks 
always have great food, and they 
can always put a smile on your face 
when you’re having a bad day or 
just need a good smile. Two other 
special persons I’ve met here are 
Greg Unger and Oura Garrett, my 
instructors in Diesel Tech, and last 
but not least, all my new friends 
I’ve met here at Northwest Tech. I 
don’t think you can go wrong with 
Northwest Tech college.

Cole Mattheyer
I have chosen to further my edu-

cation at Northwest Tech because 
my previous jobs were simply that, 
jobs, not careers. I am attending 
Northwest Tech to start a career in a 
forward moving field. The hands on 
learning Northwest Tech provides is 
second to none and sets students up 
with an education good enough to 
do whatever they please.

I plan to get a career in the com-
munication technology field, though 
I am not positive exactly what I 
would like to do. That is one positive 
of Northwest Tech; it gives more 
options in such a diverse field.

After graduation, I hope to get a 
position where I can help a company 
be better and make customers more 
satisfied. I don’t know where this 
field will take me, but that’s the 
beauty of it; I can go anywhere I set 
my mind to.

Dakota Sargent 
and Dakota Roubideaux

We expect our education here at 
Northwest Tech to benefit us in our 
future jobs. The education offered 
at Northwest Tech is high quality; 
we are offered an education to build 
a solid base for our futures. The in-
structors work very hard at improv-
ing our skills as technicians.

Along with working on commu-
nity projects throughout the year, 
we are also getting our associate’s 
degree, so it will benefit us in mov-
ing up positions faster than if we 
didn’t have it.

Dakota Sargent is wrestling for 
the college on a half ride scholar-
ship; Dakota Roubideaux works for 
Ag Power Equipment and is also on 
the Northwest Kansas Emergency 
Medical Service  along with Good-
land rural fire dept. We are both very 

proud to be here.
Dustin Chewiwi

I decided to come to Northwest 
Tech to play basketball for the Mav-
ericks because I was accidentally 
scouted.

Little did I know that when I was 
playing in a men’s basketball tour-
nament in Albuquerque, N.M., the 
head basketball coach of Northwest 
Tech was there watching someone 
else play. He saw me play. After my 
game, he came to talk to me about 
playing basketball for him at North-
west Tech.

Now that I’m here at Northwest 
Tech, we just finished the basketball 
season. The season didn’t go as well 
as we had hoped it would, but for 
being a first year team, I feel that we 
had a very successful season. 

Now that basketball has came to 
an end, my focus is directed on the 
classes I am currently taking to get 
my Associate’s of Applied Science 
in Diesel Technology. 

Jorge Velazquez
I chose Northwest Kansas Tech-

nical College because it gave me 
a scholarship for soccer play. The 
soccer coach, Luis Figueroa, was 
looking when I was playing soccer 
at my high school, Abraham Lincoln 
High School in Denver. He thought 
I was a good player for my team so 
he thought I would be a good middle 
left player position for the Maver-
icks. He brought me here to see the 
programs, so I am taking general 
education classes until I enter the 
electrical technology program.

My education in this college is 
like an inspiration for me because 
I never thought that I would be 
studying at this college. I think that 
my education is so good because 
the teacher teach me to do better in 
my work for English class, and my 
goal is to keep studying my English 
to become what I want to be. I wanna 
be electrical engineering and that 
it’s that reason that I want to succeed 
on my English.

College has been more difficult 
because I have more challenges. I 
don’t know the language is many 
people does. Also I struggle to much 
because I don’t have my friends who 
were there for me to help me with 
my English and classes.

Bryce Gray
One reason I came out to North-

west Tech is because I wanted to 
further my education, and with 
Northwest Tech I could finish out 
my senior year of high school. Being 
a senior option student, Brewster 
High School has paid for most of 
my college.

The other reason I came out here 
is because my mom teaches at the 
college so I didn’t have to pay tu-
ition. While I have been out here, I 
have worked at Taco Johns and am 
the manager over there.

Since I have been out here I have 
made several friends, and have met 
some great people. Back home in 
Pueblo, Colo., where I’m from, my 
family is really big on cars and even 
owns a junkyard.

Isaac Benavidez
The reason I chose Northwest 

Tech college was to further my 
education and also to wrestle. It 
all started my senior season when 
I was in high school at the state 
championships for wrestling and a 
coach approached me after one of 
my matches 

The coach said he liked the way 
I wrestled and wanted me to take a 
look at his school. He said he was 
new to the school, and he wanted 
to recruit some kids to start the 
program. Also, he told me the col-
lege had programs such as diesel, 
auto tech, electrical, and general 
education. 

I took a look at the school, gave 

the coach a call and told him that I 
was going to apply; he said that he 
had some scholarship money for me 
if I chose Northwest Tech. A couple 
weeks later, I called him up and said 
I wanted to go to Northwest Tech. 
He gave me a letter of intent to sign. 
That’s how I got here to Northwest 
Tech. 

Jacob Garcia
I write to you today to inform you 

of my purposes for attending the 
communications program here at 
Northwest Kansas Technical Col-
lege. I have heard that the program 
here is great for teaching students 
information about how exactly 
computer functions work. This field 
has interested me for quite some 
time, and I always knew I wanted 
to go into this program here at the 
college. 

I have met some really nice peo-
ple here as far as teachers, staff and 
classmates as well. Northwest Tech 
has welcomed me here with open 
arms and I had no issue enrolling 
into my general education courses. 
All my teachers have been excellent 
so far in teaching, and every day I 
come here knowing I made a good 
choice attending this school.

My reasons for coming here, as I 
have stated in the beginning, are to 
learn about computers and the way 
people can communicate faster and 
easier. However, there is another 
reason for beginning my career here 
at the college; I will be able to have 
an associate degree that allows me 
to transfer. After receiving my as-
sociate’s, I would like to transfer to 
Garden City Community College to 
enroll into the John Deere Tech pro-
gram. My main goal is to work with 
the company and be able to work on 
the new technology that this com-
pany uses on their equipment.

Tyler Janzen
I decided to come to Northwest 

Tech for several reasons. 
First, I chose the college because 

it is close to home so I can continue 
to work at my job. Another reason I 
came here was that I had heard a lot 
of good things about this college. 
The third reason I came here was 
because my employer decided that if 
I came to Northwest Tech, he would 
pay my tuition for my education, a 
deal that I could not refuse.

I enjoy going to school here 
mainly because of the experience 
that the instructors in the diesel de-
partment give you in the shop and in 
the classroom. The instructors in the 
diesel department are very smart, 
very experienced, and very easy to 
get along with.

When I am done with my educa-
tion at Northwest Tech, I will repay 
my employer for his help with my 
schooling by using the knowledge 
I have gained at Northwest Tech to 
help him in his business.

Laramie Jenkins
I chose to further my education 

at Northwest Tech because I have 
always been interested in the Die-
sel field. I also chose this college 
because it is close to home and it 
would save me a lot more money to 
go to school here rather than move 
to a different location. I have learned 
many different things from hydrau-
lics to electricity. 

I expect to graduate here and go 
to work directly after that. I plan 
on working for a business that I 
think I would enjoy working for. 
The instructors are always having 
someone from a business coming in 
and talking to the whole department 
about what they have to offer and 
how they do things.

I know my education will make 
me a better employee because the 
instructors enforce being on time 
and showing up every day. They 
always have work for us to do so 

we are always 
busy. 
Kelby Sanchez

I  have cho-
sen to further 
my education at 
Northwest Tech 
because I felt 
my previous em-
ployment was 
not going any-
where. I knew 

that going back to school would 
give me a career that would help 
provide for my family and give me 
employment that I would enjoy do-
ing everyday. 

I knew Northwest Tech would 
give me the training needed to 
obtain an entry-level position in 
the communications field. Since I 
work locally, by going to college 
locally, I wouldn’t have to drive far 
to get home and go to work, and I 
wouldn’t be too far in case of family 
emergencies. 

After graduation, I plan on start-
ing my new career in the commu-
nications field. I am still undecided 
about where I will go, whether a job 
keeps me in Goodland or takes me 
to a new place.

Because of my education at 
Northwest Tech, I will be a better 
employee. The program has already 
taught me to be on time for every-
thing I do. Coming to class with a 
good attitude has already paid off 
with hard work and better grades.

Marrietta Young
Coming straight to college after 

high school was a big step for me. 
Coming to Northwest Tech was also 
a drastic change and decision for me. 
I chose to further my education due 
to the fact that I would like to have 
a career and be in the workforce by 
the time I’m twenty-one. 

I chose to attend Northwest Tech 
because they have an awesome 
Respiratory Program and a dance 
team that I could be a part of. When 
I graduate in 2015, I will be graduat-
ing with an Associate’s of Applied 
Science in Respiratory Therapy. 
When I finish my schooling here at 
Northwest Tech, I plan to move back 
home to Colorado Springs and find 
a well paying job.

I look forward to meeting many 
special people next year when I 
join my program. My education at 
Northwest Tech will prepare me to 
be a great employee by increasing 
my professional skills and teaching 
me new things about the workforce 
I should know as well as about my 
particular field in respiratory care.

Matthew Augustine
After leaving the U.S. Army, I had 

to decide what career path I needed 
to take. With many choices in front 
of me, I had to decide what was the 
right choice for me. After research 
on the Internet for many different 
fields, I decided on Automotive 
Technology and Collision Repair.

After deciding on the field I want-
ed to pursue, finding a school was 
my next goal. I wanted to stay in the 
northwest Kansas area, but if I had to 

move for a good education, I would 
have. Fortunately for me, I found 
Northwest Tech which offered the 
programs I wanted and needed to 
pursue my career choice.

I contacted the school to get more 
information on the programs, at 
which point they offered a tour of 
both programs. During the tour, I 
met the teachers and saw the facili-
ties of the programs and was very 
impressed. 

Currently I am attending my gen-
eral education educations classes, 
waiting to start the Automotive 
Technology and Collision Repair 
courses in the fall. Now that I am a 
part of the campus, I know I made 
the right decision to attend North-
west Tech.

Nathaniel Smith
I am a student at Northwest Tech-

nical College. I am a first year 
student in the diesel tech program. 
I am also a senior in Goodland High 
School doing the senior option. I 
want to further my education in 
diesel tech because the diesel indus-
try is an always-growing industry, 
and there is always a job opening 
somewhere. I like the diesel pro-
gram here because Goodland is my 
hometown and the program is hands 
on learning, which is the best kind of 
learning for me. Northwest Kansas 
Technical College has the biggest 
and the best diesel tech program in 
the state or tri-state area.

As soon as I graduate from North-
west Tech, I plan on going straight 
to work. I’m not 100 percent sure 
where I am going to work yet, but I 
want to find a job with a good work-
ing environment and good people 
to work for. I have thought about 
opening my own shop with truck, 
agriculture, and auto repair, as well 
as 24-hour towing and service as-
sistance. That one might have to 
wait awhile.

The education I get from North-
west Tech will make me a better 
employee because the instructors 
teach us good work ethic and a 
good shop environment where we 
can worked hard and get a lot done. 
The instructors encourage us not to 
just go for the money but go for the 
companies that we can see treating 
us right, paying us right and respect-
ing us for the work we do.

Nicholas Newman
I chose Northwest Kansas Tech-

nical College because of my agri-
cultural background. Growing up 
farming has taught me that things 
will always need to be fixed. To 
further my education, I enjoy being 
enrolled in the Diesel Technology 
program. Hands on learning op-
portunities are very striking to me. 
I am working toward an associate’s 
degree in Diesel Technology. I plan 
to receive other certifications such 
as MACS and ASE testing. 

The instructors in this program 
are very knowledgeable with many 
years experience in the diesel field. 
There is not a question in the world 
they are not willing to answer. 

Overall, I think Northwest Tech 
was a great decision for me, and I 
feel that I am getting a good training 
for my career.

Jason Sis
I came to Northwest Tech to fur-

ther my education in diesel tech. 
I have learned a lot since I have 

been here at Northwest Tech. My 
instructors work hard to teach us 
the knowledge we need to have to 
graduate in May of 2014. We will 
get our associate’s degree, ASE 
certifications, and MAC A/C cer-
tification.

I encourage you to come to North-
west Tech to further your education 
in your life. 

Mitch Spiegel
and Britton Sealock

We have chosen to come to North-
west Tech and further our education 

because the Diesel Technology pro-
gram allows our skills to improve 
in every aspect. By improving our 
education in this collage, we are al-
lowing ourselves to get great money 
making jobs.

Another reason Northwest Tech 
was chosen was because there are 
not many colleges that allow college 
wrestling and a diesel program, and 
Mitch is a wrestler for Northwest 
Tech.

This program teaches you to work 
hard, be on time, and make every 
second count so you may make the 
most money possible once you find 
the best job after graduation. This 
program is a great program for any 
young man with the ambition to 
learn, to work, and to make money. 
The big plan in going to any college 
is to take up what you enjoy and 
hopefully one day make a career out 
of it. That’s the big dream anyway.

Tran Vincent
I have chosen to further my edu-

cation at Northwest Tech because 
I’ve grown up on a ranch operating 
equipment since I was 8 years old. 
I enjoy running equipment and 
working on it when it breaks down. 
I also enjoy helping people out when 
they need help, so I decided since I 
love working with equipment and 
helping people, I would be a diesel 
technician doing the two things I 
love and enjoy. 

I decided to be a diesel technician 
because I’ve always had a small idea 
on how the equipment worked but 
I wanted to know how all the com-
ponents in the equipment worked 
together to make the equipment 
work and run smoothly. I have also 
furthered my education so I can 
build a career and make a good liv-
ing that will support my family. 

I chose Northwest Tech because 
they run their shop like a real live 
shop that works on real customers’ 
equipment. We have a parts room 
that works like a real parts room 
would in a shop. We all have at least 
one week in the parts room so we 
have a better idea on how the parts 
room works. We are also assigned 
to do a new cleaning job every week 
in the shop so we keep the shop very 
clean and organized. Once a year 
we are given the job of being shop 
foreman so we have a better idea of 
what it is like to be in charge of all 
the first year students, making sure 
they get their jobs done.

By furthering my education, I 
will learn how to properly diag-
nose and fix a problem on a piece 
of equipment. With my education, 
I will obtain a career being a diesel 
technician and support my family 
by doing what I enjoy doing, which 
is working on equipment and help-
ing people.

Wyatt Russell
I am currently a student at North-

west Tech in the Diesel program, 
and I chose to go to school here 
because of the location, cost, and 
amount of hands-on work and real 
life experience. Having looked 
around at a number of other col-
leges, all of the reasons previously 
described made me decide that 
Northwest Tech was for me. All of 
the things that we have learned, both 
in the shop and in the class room, 
have really taught me a lot.

After graduating from Northwest 
Tech, I would like to go to work for 
John Deere, and I believe that my 
education will get me there. I plan to 
move to Hays with my girlfriend and 
go to work at Carrico Implement. I 
hope to start out as entry-level tech-
nician and work my way up. I have 
a great work ethic and experience 
to make me a better employee and 
maybe a boss someday.

In conclusion, being a student 
here at Northwest Tech has taught 
me so much, and I have had a great 
time going to school here.
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you can learn a lot
   from the Newspaper!

Encourage your children to 
make reading the newspaper 
a part of their everyday 
routine for lifelong learning. 
Newspapers are living 
textbooks, helping students 
develop reading, math, social 
studies and language skills 
while exploring the issues 
affecting our world today. 
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